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mically with the inspiratory movements, rising to a maximum
toward the end of inspiration and falling to a minimum, or
ceasing entirely during expiration.
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Fig.  6-19   Diagram showing the nervous  connec-
tions in the respiratory mechanism.
The respiratory nervous mechanism, though fundamentally
automatic in its action, is influenced by chemical and reflex fac-
tors. These will be considered separately.
Chemical factors. Carbon dioxide stimulates the respira-
tions, any rise in its partial pressure in the arterial blood result-
ing in increased frequency and depth of the respirations.
Under ordinary circumstances, the carbon dioxide pressure in
the alveolar air, as in the arterial blood, remains remarkably